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we see that some portions of the design were in color, blue, red, or green against the gold background. The number of these panels shows an evident intention to cheat investigation ; but if there could be a doubt, the keeper of the chateau, while holding up Catherine's memory to the execration of all living men, shows to visitors, at the bottom of the paneling, and on a level with the floor, a somewhat heavy skirting which can be raised, and under which there are a number of ingenious springs. By pressing a knob thus concealed, the Queen could open certain of these panels, known to her alone, behind which lay a hiding-place of the same oblong shape as the panels, but of varying depth. To this day a practiced hand would find it difficult to detect which of these panels would open on its invisible, hinges; and when the eye was diverted by the skillfully combined colors and gilding that covered the cracks, it is easy to imagine that it was impossible to discover one or two panels among nearly two hundred.
At the moment when Mary Stewart laid her hand on the somewhat elaborate latch of the door to the closet, the Italian Queen, having convinced herself already of the importance of the Prince de Comic's schemes, had just pressed the spring hidden by the skirting, one of the panels had fallen open, and Catherine had turned to the table to take up the papers and hide them, to turn her attention to the safeguard of the devoted messenger who had brought them to her. When she heard the door open, she at once guessed that no one but Queen Mary would venture to come in unannounced.
" You are lost," she said to Christophe, seeing that she could neither hide the papers nor close the panel promptly enough to preserve the secret of her hiding-place.
Christophe's only reply was a sublime look.
" Povero mio!" said Catherine, before turning to her daughter-in-law. " Treason, Madame! " she exclaimed. " I have them fast! Send for the Cardinal and the Duke. And be sure," she added, pointing to Christophe, " that this fellow does not escape! "
Thus in an instant this masterful woman saw that it would be necessary to give up the hapless young man; she could